
Kilgus Drain

Board of Determination Meeting
July 25, 2022

Ken Yonker
Kent County Drain Commissioner



• Petition filed by Bowne Township on 
June 24, 2022 for Maintenance and 
Improvement

• Michigan Drain Code (Public Act 40 of 
1956) mandates a Board of 
Determination meeting

• Board composed of 3 disinterested 
property owners from outside of 
affected municipalities

• Determine necessity based on public 
health, convenience or welfare after 
hearing testimony

Why Are We Here?



• Function of the Board of Determination is to determine whether a 
problem exists and whether a project is necessary.

• If voted necessary, then the drain commissioner is responsible for 
assessing possible solutions. 

• This hearing does not address scope or corresponding costs of any 
potential project.

• No project has been decided; no assessments known.

Please Note:



KILGUS 
DRAIN

Drainage District 
Boundary



HISTORY
1882 Kilgus and Rittenger Drain



HISTORY
1882 Kilgus and Rittenger Drain
1906 Kilgus and Mud Lake Drain



HISTORY
1882 Kilgus and Rittenger Drain
1906 Kilgus and Mud Lake Drain
1919 Kilgus Drain



Watershed Area: 1,325 acres
Total Parcels: 77
Total Length: 19,245 feet (3.6 miles)
Easement: 100 feet wide

Recent Maintenance 
throughout the system
2011, 2017, 2019,  
2021



2022 Sinkhole Under Railroad
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2022 High Water, Not Draining

36” Diameter Pipe, half full of water
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2022 High Water, Not Draining

60th Street, half full of water

Surveyed from 64th to 
60th Streets
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2022 High Water, Not Draining
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Observations
• Railroad culvert has a hole, is undersized, and laid backwards
• Downstream culvert placed 18” too high, too small
• Sediment accumulation

Exceeds what we 
can do under basic 
maintenance
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• Public Testimony
• Board to Determine Necessity of 

Petition
• If Petition Deemed “Not Necessary”

• Process ends
• If Petition deemed “Necessary”

• Evaluate scope of work needed
• Obtain required permits and bid any 

maintenance
• Day of Review of Apportionments

Next Steps



Function of the Board of Determination is to decide whether a 
problem exists and whether a project is necessary.

If the Board finds the proposal necessary, then the drain 
commissioner determines possible solutions. 

No engineering work has been completed and no projects are 
identified today

No costs or assessments have been determined

Reminder



•Please state your name and address clearly
•Address comments to the Board
•Limit comments to 3 minutes

Public Comment
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