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Inspection of the Drain
• Prompted by complaint of prolonged high water 

on Sand Lake
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• Drain upstream Ritchie Ave obstructed with vegetation, wood, and 
beaver dams
• Maintenance in 2020, 2022 

• Maintenance on drain limited in impact due to “No Man’s Land” between 
Drain and Sand Lake. 

• Maintenance necessary on natural watercourse downstream of Ritchie 
Avenue but it isn’t a County Drain.

Inspection Conclusions



Petition
• Received October 2023 requesting maintenance and 

extension of the drain.
• Function of the meeting is to determine whether a 

problem exists and whether it is practical to move 
to next steps.

• No survey work engineering work has been 
completed. In the interest of efficiency and economy, 
the Drain Code requires a finding of Practicability
before expending funds on engineering.

• This hearing does not address scope or 
corresponding costs of any potential project.

• No project has been decided; no assessments 
known.
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Public Comment

• Please state your name and 
address clearly

• Address comments to the Board
• Limit comments to 3 minutes



Thank You

Ken Yonker
Kent County Drain Commissioner
616-632-7910


