
     

KCHD has been in the business of providing health services to Kent County since 1931.  The Health Department is home to nearly 260 

employees including public health nurses, sanitarians, health educators, technicians, public health administrators, and specialized staff 

at the Kent County Animal Shelter. The Health Department operates one main clinic and three satellite clinics located in Kentwood, 
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Kent County Health Department Awarded nearly $2.18 Million to  
Drive Down Chronic Diseases 

Program aims to improve health and reduce health disparities 

 
GRAND RAPIDS – Kent County Health Department is thrilled to announce it is being awarded $726,661 a 

year over the next three years, through the Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health (REACH) 

initiative, administered by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and awarded through the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  The work will be focused on improving the health of those 

living in the Hope Zone Neighborhoods in the City of Grand Rapids by increasing:  

 

 Tobacco-free environments;  

 Access to environments with healthy food or beverage options;  

 Access to physical activity opportunities;  

 Opportunities for chronic disease prevention, risk reduction or management through clinical and 

community linkages. 

The REACH initiative supports public health efforts to reduce chronic diseases, promote healthier lifestyles, 

reduce health disparities, and control health care spending. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) will administer the grants, which will run for 3 years, subject to availability of funds. Kent County will 

receive a total of nearly $2.18 million over the life of the grant. 

“We could not have received this award without the support of our many community partners, including the 

YMCA, who will play a significant role in grant activities, and the collaborative work of Kent County Health 

Connect, who built the foundation for this type of work through the Community Transformation Grant received 

in 2011,” said Adam London, Health Officer of the Kent County Health Department.  “The news of the grant 

comes after a very successful month for the Kent County Health Department staff.  The opening of the new 

South Clinic in Kentwood, National Accreditation from the Public Health Accreditation Board, and now, a 

grant that will help us reach the highest-risk populations will help us in our mission to ‘Serve, protect and 

promote a healthy community for all.’” 

 

Overall, HHS awarded $35 million in new grant awards to 49 local health agencies. REACH, a CDC program 

that began in 1999, focuses on racial and ethnic communities experiencing health disparities. Awardees include 

local governmental agencies, community-based nongovernmental organizations, tribes and tribal organizations,  
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Urban Indian Health Programs, and tribal and intertribal consortia. They will use public health strategies to 

reduce tobacco use and exposure, improve nutrition, increase physical activity, and improve access to chronic 

disease prevention, risk reduction, and management opportunities.  
 

Seventeen organizations are receiving funds for basic implementation activities; 32 additional organizations are 

receiving funds to immediately expand their scope of work to improve health and reduce health disparities. 

REACH is financed in part by the Prevention and Public Health Fund of the Affordable Care Act. 

 

“The cost of managing chronic diseases is growing,” said Teresa Branson, Deputy Health Officer of the Kent 

County Health Department.  “In this country, chronic diseases such as heart disease, cancer, and diabetes are the 

leading causes of death, disability, and health care costs, accounting for 7 of 10 deaths among Americans each 

year, and more than 80 percent of the $2.7 trillion our nation spends annually on medical care.” 

 

MEDIA NOTE: Adam London and Teresa Branson will be available for interviews on this grant award 

today.  Please email or call Lisa LaPlante to arrange.  Also, please feel free to use the attached data sheet 

that takes a closer examination of racial disparities and how they impact health outcomes. 
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